
1946-1947 Eric Biggs 
 

The most viewed film in 1946 was Walt Disney’s: Song of the South. The 
most popular song for the year was Prisoner of Love by Perry Como. 

The new President of the Rotary Club of Bendigo was Eric Biggs.   

 

President Biggs did not have much time to settle in as President as the 
15th District Conference was to be held within his year.  A new issue 
quickly raised its head with respect to when and where the Club could 
hold its meetings.  Also, the Axedale Camp was to be formally given to 
the Club and accommodation needed to be found for campers attending 
future camps. 

 

 

Once permission was granted by the Minister for Land and Water Supply 
to occupy the Axedale property, the Club’s first goal was to provide 
suitable accommodation for people attending the camp.  

Given the War had ended, there were 3 Army huts available in Bendigo.  
Bendigo Council allowed the Club to purchase the huts for the Camp.  



Club volunteers and members of Apex dismantled the huts and they 
were transported to Axedale.   

Given members of the Club had generously donated a large sum of 
money for the Camp, the 3 huts were then reassembled by paid 
tradespeople at the site.   

During the year there were a 
number of discussions between 
members of the Board and the 
management of The Shamrock.  
With the Club now growing in 
numbers, space for visitors 
attending meetings was becoming 
an issue. Also, the management of 
The Shamrock were keen for the 

Club to change meeting days from Thursday to Tuesday, or even 
consider changing to night meetings. 

When the proposal was put to members to change the meetings from 
day to night meetings, 27 out of the 50 members wanted night meetings, 
21 wanted day meetings and 2 were undecided.  President Eric felt it 
was not a significant enough majority to make the change and shelved 
the idea of meetings being held at night.   

On the subject of meetings, President Eric was concerned with cliques 
forming at meetings.  Also, he felt that members singing left a lot to be 
desired!  President Eric made a recommendation that more popular 
songs be chosen. He felt this might result in more enthusiastic singing at 
meetings.  With respect to the cliques, President Eric urged the incoming 
Board to experiment with seating arrangements to break up the cliques. 

Holding the 15th District 
Conference was the main issue 
throughout the Rotary year 
(October 1 – September 30).  
Would Bendigo be able to house 
all of those that wished to attend 
the Rotary Conference in 
September?  How many would 
attend the Rotary Ball on the 



Tuesday?  Likewise, how many guests will attend the Picture Night on 
the Wednesday? 

Months of planning went into holding the event.  Inner Wheel were 
invaluble with offering to provide assistance for those attending a tour of 
the new Axedale Camp site on the Sunday afternoon.  A Church Service 
was also planned at the House of Friendship.  Tours of Hanro Knitting 
Mill and Bendigo Pottery were also planned.   

Business sessions were to be held on September 8 with the focus being: 
“Peace begins in the Minds of Men.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

The Argus, 14th July 1947 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All members were shocked to hear that Paul Harris died after suffering 
from a prolonged illness on January 27,1947. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Donations for the year in Pounds, Shilling and Pence. 
 


