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 When I joined Rotary in 2000, I 
remember members would often 
refer to Ron Poyser’s year as 
President.  Also, I would hear 
talk that he might return to the 
Club.  Hence, I thought I would 
go back to the year 1996 and 
find out why his year as 
President was revered by many 
members.  The theme for 
President Ron’s year, was: Show 
Rotary Cares. 

 

President Ron described, in his Annual Report, that one of the greatest 
achievement the Club had during his year 
was through the work of the International 
Committee.  The committee had overseen the 
sending of 15 rainwater tanks to Western 
Samoa. Members of the Club had previously 
visited Samoa in 1995 as part of a larger, 
volunteer team. Team members from our 
Club had been asked by the President Elect 
of the local Rotary Club (at a barbecue on the 
beach) if our Club could assist remote parts of 
Western Samoa with providing and installing 
water tanks which would ensure clean drinking water for remote villages.   

 

Fortunately, the Rotary Club of 
Brighton at the time had funds 
available to assist with such a 
project.  In all, $20,000 was 
raised by our Club and 
Brighton Rotary Club. 
Importantly, this $20,000 was 



matched by The Rotary Foundation, providing the $40,000 needed for 
the project. Importantly, this was believed to be the very first time The 
Rotary Foundation had matched funds donated by our Club. 

The matching of funds by The Rotary Foundation was welcome news as 
the Club had a long history of providing funds to The Rotary Foundation. 
Also, it was a springboard to the beginning of a very long relationship the 
Club has had with Western Samoa. The project also provided an 
excellent example to other local Rotary Clubs of the importance of Rota 
Water Tanks.  The Club demonstrated how Rotary can play a major part 
in the world with assisting in the elimination of disease by providing 
clean, drinking water to remote local villagers. 

 

 

A Clean Environment 

President Ron also noted the importance of 
our acclaimed environment project during the 
year.  Both The City of Greater Bendigo and 
Coliban Water greatly appreciated the work undertaken by our Club.  
Jim Mahoney was the driving force for the project which was presented 
at the District Conference: Litter in the Street Drains to the Creek and 
Murray. It was an example to other clubs of what can be achieved to 
improve our environment. 
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