
Larrie Winzar 2000-2001 
In 1925, at our 25th and 50th Anniversary 
Years, I sometimes wonder whether 
members would have predicted how 
different our Club would be on our 75th 
Anniversary.   I hope members in the past 
would be proud to see how much more 
inclusive our Club became on our 75th 

Anniversary. 

Larrie Winzar became our very first, woman 
President. I have fond memories of her year 
where the atmosphere at Club Meetings 
was electric.  There was a real feeling of 
excitement and energy in the room.   

President Larrie, in her Annual Report, listed 
over 40 highlights during her year.  Let us 
now examine just three: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

In her very first month of becoming President, 
Larrie held: The 75th Anniversary Dinner with 
200 guests in attendance. At the Gala Event, 
guests were thoroughly entertained with a 
brilliant fashion parade, a well-known 
business identity Rob Hunt as guest speaker, 
a special commemorative wine to savour the 
occasion and a booklet highlighting every 
major achievement since 1925. 

From 1924 -1926, our foundation members 
kept every document imaginable. Within our 
history records. We even have scribbled 
notes taken at meetings.  At our 50th 
anniversary, thanks to the work of Charles 
Alexander (who had attended our very first meeting in 1925) provided 
the Club with a written history of our early years to accurately document 
our history for our 50th Anniversary. 

In President Larrie’s year, our 
75th Anniversary booklet, not 
only includes all our rich history 
and achievements over our first 
75 years, but we are given 
details of how programs such as 
our Art Show and Youth Camp 
have grown over the years. 
Furthermore,  readers are introduced to every President from 1975 to 
2000 with an account of what they achieved in their year.    

Another significant highlight in President 
Larrie’s year was a new youth program 
called: Driver Seat.  President Larrie 
invited Year 9 students to a 2-day camp 
at Camp Getaway to learn important life 
skills such as public speaking, cooking 
and how to produce an Ad.  Football 
identity, David Parkin, was invited to 
provide a motivating talk to all the 
participants.  

Importantly, there were opportunities to 



break up the learning program with several team sports to encourage all 
individuals to enjoy fellowship with other participants. 

In the following year, graduates of the program were invited to assist 
with the running of the program for a new group of Year 9 students for 
the purpose of further developing their leadership skills. 

Some other highlights were: 

• A new Rotaract Club being formed in Bendigo. 
• For the first time, an Aboriginal Artist was invited to be the Artist in 

Residence during the Art Show. 
• The Club home hosted a GSE team from France. 
• The Organ Donor Registry Project was a huge success with PP 

Keith Reilly encouraging members to register. 
• Weeroona College was officially adopted as a partner school with 

our Club.  This would ensure we would have a much closer 
working relationship into the future. 

• New members were all invited to partner with experienced 
members for drinks at the All Seasons. 

In President Larrie’s year, over $66,000 was provided to several 
community organisations.  For example: Peter Harcourt Services, The 
Otis Foundation, Camp Getaway, MS Victoria, ROMAC, The Rotary 
Foundation, The Rotary Research Health Fund, Samoa, St Vincent’s De 
Paul, Uniting Church Outreach and The Salvation Army to name a few.                                                                                                

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


