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Despite the Covid-19 pandemic 
continuing throughout the year, 
President Graeme never allowed such 
to dampen his enthusiasm to do 
whatever was possible to get ‘some 
runs on the board’ during his year. 

In Graeme’s own words, most of his 
planning for the year went out the 
window when considering the very 
viability of the club was at stake if 
Covid-19 was to spread amongst the 
members. 

Importantly, President Graeme 
undertook to find effective ways to 
support individual members that were 
struggling emotionally with ongoing 
lockdowns, restrictions, and isolation. 

Highlights 

President Graeme understood the importance of fellowship during 
Rotary meetings. Consequently, Graeme introduced the idea of smaller 
chat rooms during online Rotary ‘Zoom’ meetings, to ensure every 

member could 
chat with a few 
other members 
each week. For 
those that could 
not attend Zoom 
meetings, 
President Graeme 
ensured these 
members were not 



forgotten and were regularly contacted by himself or a fellow member. 

With the support of 
unspent funds for 
allocated projects, 
100 IGA and Mitre 10 
gift cards were 
provided to 
Community Health 
and Uniting Care to 
assist families 
struggling during the 
pandemic. (It was 
Rotary’s 100th 
Anniversary year 

Downunder; hence, the idea of the Club undertaking 100 Acts of 
Kindness). 

Despite real doubt for most 
of the year that the Art 
Show would be allowed to 
be held, it eventually was 
given permission, but only 
with very rigid restrictions. 
Under the leadership of 
Brian Figg the Club 
partnered with ‘Gallery 247’ 
which provided online 
support and introduced 
many new artists to the 

Bendigo show. Paintings arrived from 6 different states and close to 30% 
of the artists had never exhibited in Bendigo before. Door entry fees 
were raised to $10 and over 1400 paying customers visited during 
carefully timed two hour sessions to reduce the Covid-19 risks, managed 
by the City of Greater Bendigo staff. To every member’s surprise, 
$28,000 was raised! 

Another highlight during the year was the work undertaken by members 
to assist in the Government Drought and Flood Relief Outreach Project.  



Members went off to Birchip, Kerang, Sea Lake, 
Ouyen and Robinvale to assist farmers, farm 
workers and contractors with paperwork to assist 
in them being able to access $50,000 in funds.   

During the year, despite constant lockdowns and 
restrictions, Glenn Reilly was able to hold a Cruise 
Night where members could escape the pandemic 
for an evening undertaking a fun, ocean cruise! 

 


