
President John Gallagher 2010/11 
John Gallagher joined the Club in 1993.  A very 
well-known and respected businessperson in 
Bendigo, John has become integral to the Club’s 
work in Samoa.  I first came to know Jack (John) 
in 2001 on a volunteer trip to Samoa. Jack 
appeared to me at first to be a Man-Mountain, a 
person with incredible knowledge, skills, and 
strength.   

Once you get to know Jack well, you soon learn 
there is a huge heart he possesses to do good in 
the world for all those less fortunate. 

 

 

In 2010, Jack became the President of our Rotary Club.  His year started 
quite normally, but as Jack rightfully described in his Annual Report: ‘it 
became a time of almost biblical proportions’. President Jack had to 
tackle an avalanche of events during his year. Apart from losing several 
long-term icons in the Club due to illness and health issues, the long- 
term drought ended with devastating floods reaching from Queensland 
to Victoria.   

Jack is not known as someone to shy away from any enormous 
challenge, and as President of the Club, we all witnessed an amazing 



year in which the Club, under his leadership, tackled the problems of the 
floods head on. 

                

During the year a team of volunteers, led by Wayne Smith, spent many 
days in Rochester assisting residents clean up their properties and 
provided food to volunteers.  Most importantly, the team demonstrated to 
all the residents that they were there because they cared about their 
welfare.  It was a wonderful act of compassion from all those members 
of the Club that attended. 

In Bendigo, Kaye Graves, held a morning tea in Bendigo’s Mall to raise 
money for all those affected.  Val Broad held a relief concert, with first-
class entertainment, at the Capital Theatre which was a huge success.  
Larrie Winzar adapted her Star Thrower Project, which was initiated 
originally for the drought, to assist with those affected by floods in the 
region. 

Hugh Wheeler and PDG Gordon McKern undertook to manage the 
Cluster Disaster Funds.  Rotary Clubs around Australia donated more 
than $150,000 to assist those affected by floods.  

                                     

 



During the year, President Jack celebrated our 85th Anniversary with 
members from other Clubs within our Cluster.  It was an enjoyable night 
with Sue Ebery as the guest speaker.    

The Great Debate, organised by Graeme Clark and the fellowship 
committee, was another enormously popular event in Jack’s year. 
      

 

Garry: In front of a toilet block 
constructed at a village 
school. I can see John 
Gallagher (and son Matt), 
Charlie Martin, Alan Spalding, 
Garry Spence, Colin Burns, 
Paul Kirkpatrick, Garry 
Gunnell plus a number of 
workers from Jimmy Possum. 

 

 

 
President Jack is one of the most passionate members of the Club 
when it comes to Samoa.  During his year, a Project Site Container 
was shipped to Samoa to aid in its reconstruction after being hit by the 
Tsunami in 2009.   
Bill Gray and Tom Dobeli spent an 
enormous amount of time fitting out 
the container with all the tools and 
materials they could obtain from 
sponsors.   
The container will be invaluable 
asset for future volunteer work 
parties.  

 

President Jack just checking whether the 
shifty character on the right plans to  
pull out his own ticket in the raffle! 

 

The Four Samoan Musketeers! 


