
President David Brown 1991/92 
Every President of our club wants nothing 
more than to do the very best for the 
overall welfare of members and the wider 
community.  Most Presidents have told me 
their year as President was the very best 
year they have had in Rotary. On the other 
hand, once the year is over, most Past 
Presidents feel like they have become a 
feather duster overnight. I imagine David 
Brown felt no differently.  I did not know 
David well, but one thing that stood out for 
me when I spoke to him, was that he was 
very proud of the direction he took in his 
year as President.  I guess, David may feel 
the same way as many Past Presidents 
do: if only I had another year! 

 David Brown, when nominated to be 
President for 1991/92, began his year 
well before it started.  David held 4 
planning meetings and organised a 
survey to be conducted to find out exactly 
how members felt about Rotary. For 
example, what did each individual 
member feel were the club’s strengths 
and weaknesses?   

Furthermore, what opportunities are 
available for our club to pursue, and 
what do we need to be careful about 
which might threaten our very existence 
in the future? Having analysed the 
findings of the survey, David could see 
that members felt that there could be 
more emphasis on Youth, Vocational 
and International Services.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

President Brown, when he began his year, immediately swung into 
action by planning with Vocational Director, Ron Poyser, and Youth 
Director, Hugh Wheeler, the introduction of Industry Visits, the 
implementation of Vocational Rewards and funding for an Information 
Directory for Youth. Furthermore, long term members were encouraged 
to speak at meetings about the member behind the badge.  

 

Along with the assistance of 
International Director, Gary Gunnell, 
President David undertook the 
opportunity of a matching grant from 
District to assist financially (along with 
other Rotary clubs) with the 
development of an international training 
centre in India.  The club also hosted a 
GSE team from Florida along with Bendigo South.  Furthermore, the 
club began to become interested in undertaking a FAIM project in 
Samoa, rather than in Papua New Guinea, which proved difficult to 
undertake with the political unrest. Medical aid to the value of $2,200 
was provided to Fiji after a fundraising night with prominent guest 
speaker, Lindy Chamberlain.  



A later survey found that club members now had felt the club had the 
right balance with respect to Youth, Vocational and International Service. 

 

During the year, President David 
welcomed 16 new members to the 
club and another 13 were pending 
at the end of his year.  
Importantly, President David 
welcomed women into the club 
and ensured all new members 
were made to feel very welcome.  
Two members nights were held to 
provide an opportunity for all new members to mingle and be able to ask 
questions about the club from long term members.   

With a focus on members during the year, as a result, attendance for the 
year improved dramatically. 

 

The Axedale camp 
raised $59,000 in 
camp fees before 
costs.  As a result, 
$21,000 was provided 
for: a replacement 
tractor, future funding 
for planned major 
drainage and an 
observatory.  

 

 

 

Other major recipients of funds during the year 
were The Salvation Army with $11,000 towards the 
cost of a 12-seater bus.  The Rotary Foundation 
received over $7,000, Mirridong Home for the Blind 
over $5,000, Noah’s Ark Toy Library received 
$6,000 and $4,000 was donated to Bendigo Youth Choir.       



 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

                                            

 

 

 

Past President Norm Phillips and 
President Elect Bryan McMahon 
digging in at the working bee at the 
Golden Square Senior Citizens 
Clubrooms. 

President David Brown with 
 Paul Harris Fellows Jean Thomas 

and Rtn. Allan Dingle. 


