Des Samson President 1983/84
‘Share Rotary-Serve People’ was Rotary’s
theme for the year. President Des Samson
understood exactly what that meant. During
the year, President Des supported two, vitally
important Rotary medical programs. Firstly,
the Interplast Project, which ensures all
people living in the Asia-Pacific region have
access to free plastic and reconstructive
surgery. Also, The Australia Rotary Research
Fund, which provides vital funds for research
projects and scholarships within Australia.
The focus of ARRF is to enhance the health
of those that are living in disadvantaged, rural
Australian communities.

Des talking with children at the Axedale Youth Camp.

Locally, within the year, President Des focused on improvements to the
Axedale Youth Camp which continued to become very popular with
schools and community groups. Funds, during the year, contributed to
the installation of 3 additional huts at the Axedale Youth Camp.
Furthermore, for the cost of renovations which were made to the bunk
houses. Also, the installation of new water tanks; a new cooking range
for the kitchen; and the planting of 250 trees at the Youth Camp. With

the improvements of the Youth Camp, the Community Care Committee
were able to provide 44 financially disadvantaged children with a
wonderful camp holiday.

Senior citizens were not forgotten
during the year. The Friendship
Committee organized a trip for 45
senior citizens to attend a concert
at the Myer Music Bowl.
Employees of members were
invited to attend a luncheon with
an opportunity to not only
experience Rotary, but to listen to
a talk on staff relations. And
members were the given the opportunity to meet the R.I World President
and his wife when they visited District 980.

A highlight of the year was that
membership of the Club increased
by 11 to 116 members. Also, the
Rotary Foundation Committee’s
choice for District Group Study
Exchange was successful. St
Liborius Principal, Dennis Higgins
was chosen to visit Texas and New
Mexico.

At the end of President Des year, $17,000 of
funds was distributed. Apart from significant
funds for Axedale Youth Camp, Interplast and
A.R.R.H, funds were also given to: St Luke’s,
World Vision, Foster Parents Plan, The
Salvation Army, St Laurence Building Fund,
St Vincent de Paul, the YMCA, and Girl Guides, to name just a few.

Des Samson reflects on more highlights from his year as President:

• The Club continued to run a camp for disadvantaged children for
some years afterwards. The camp was run by club members at
Axedale over two nights. We were assisted by Y.M.C.A. leaders.
• The Antique Fair was held in conjunction with the Art Show at the
Memorial Hall. This proved to be very successful.
• At the District Conference in Albury, I was asked to address the
attendees with a presentation and film on our Youth Camp. This
created a lot of attention.
• Guest speakers during the year included The Ambassador of
Japan and the C.E.O. of the Ford Motor Company.
The children that attended the Axedale Youth Camp.

