
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 1956, Just Walking in the Rain by Johnnie Ray was the most popular song in 
Australia. The most popular film was: The 10 Commandments.  It was also the year 
the Olympics came Downunder to Melbourne.   

In 1956, the Rotary year began in July and Reg Brock became the President of our 
Club. Like most Presidents, fellowship and recruiting new members was high on his 
list of priorities.   

President Brock encouraged sponsors of new members to be mindful of making sure 
new members felt welcome at meetings.  To assist the sponsors, President Brock 
changed the seating arrangement at luncheons to assist newer members to be able 
to easily engage with other members.  President Reg felt too many members always 
chose to sit in large cliques and he introduced a cabaret type seating arrangement to 
ensure this would break up large cliques forming.   

 

The Axedale Youth Camp was becoming extremely 
popular with schools, 1800 students utilized the camp 
during the year.  President Brock undertook major 
maintenance of the Axedale Camp during the year.  
External painting of all the buildings completed.  Inside, 
the kitchen received a fresh coat of paint, and the lino 
replaced. 

At the time, the camp was using a lighting plant to 
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provide electricity.  President Reg sold the lighting plant and authorised the 
connection of SEC power.  A new much larger fridge was purchased for the kitchen 
and the stove repaired.  

Construction began, during President Brock’s year, of a full-size basketball court 
enclosed by a wire fence. The area also doubled as a tennis court. 

Most importantly, President Reg converted the camp within his year into a mixed 
camp for both girls and boys. 

 

Boy’s Club 

The Club hatched an ambitious plan 
during the year to create a Bendigo 
Police and Citizens boys club. To assist 
the Boy’s Club become a reality, a 
meeting was organized with the mayor’s 
help.  A Public Meeting was then held 
from which a President, Treasurer and 
Secretary were duly elected. 

To assist with funding, an All-Charities 
Ball coordinated by the Club raised 105 
pounds. 

 

 

To improve international relations, an 
Australian/Asia weekend occurred during 
the year.  In 1956, The Colombo Plan was 
government policy.  The Club functioned as 
hosts to invite 30 international students 
from Melbourne (mostly in their late teens 
or early 20’s) to Bendigo for a weekend.  

Members of the Club met the students at 
Bendigo station on a Friday afternoon.  To 
engender goodwill and increase understanding, the students were taken to visit local 
industries, institutions, and sporting events.  To assist Club members, Bendigo 
student teachers were invited to also accompany the guests.   

 

With the Olympic Games held in Melbourne, the Club 
invited 150 Olympic athletes and their managers to 
visit Bendigo.  To ensure the guests were able to 
experience and enjoy the highlights of Bendigo, the 
Club provided bus transport for their sojourn.  Inner 
Wheel also provided refreshments for all the guests.   



To assist local 
students choose 
their pathway to a 
career, the Club 
held The Bendigo 
Careers 
Exhibition. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Program for the Australia/Asia Weekend 

 



President Reg Brock, Board members and other interested Rotarians at the last 
Board Meeting. 

 


