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Service clubs, like Rotary, are important 
organizations in our community 
because the primary reason most 
people join such clubs is to do good in 
the world. As Albert Einstein once said: 
“Only a life lived in the service of others 
is worth living.”    

Malcom Andrew, when he became 
President in 2005, had many years’ 
experience serving local service 
organisations.  Rotary’s theme for the year was: “Service Above Self”. I 
believe the motto was appropriate in Malcolm’s year as President, as 
Malcolm was an excellent example of someone who had always given of 
himself to the service of those less fortunate.  
 

 

In the first month 
of President 
Malcolm’s year, 
our 80th 
Anniversary 
birthday was 
celebrated.  It is, 
without doubt, an 
event I will never 
forget.  Nearly 300 
guests attended 
the event.  Among 
the guests, there 
were local 
politicians, the 
present and 
incoming District 
Governor, the 

Mayor, members from 10 Rotary Clubs and representatives of other 
service organisations. 
 



At our 80th Anniversary Celebration: 

• Many guests embraced the occasion by wearing clothes 
appropriate to the 1920’s.   

• Zerin Knight conducted a: “This is your Life” segment.   
• Noel Hobley produced an Anniversary booklet.   
• Margot Spalding organised all table decorations.   
• Simon Epsom undertook research of our 80 years for the event.   
• Christoph Meunders produced a Power Point presentation.   
• The band, Harlequin, performed hit songs over the past 80 years, 

to take us on a magnificent journey through the years from 1925 to 
2005. 

 

December 26, 2004, Tsunami hits Sri Lanka 

 

                                 

31,229 confirmed dead, 4,093 missing, 21,411 injured 

 

A Tsunami hit several countries in 2004.  One of the countries affected 
was Sri Lanka.  President Malcolm joined with The Bendigo Sandhurst 
Rotary Club in a fundraising effort to support the people of Sri Lanka 
with a raffle.  Major prizes were donated by our members, Margot, and 
Alan Spalding.  



One of our members went to Sri Lanka, with other members from 
Bendigo-Sandhurst, to assess how the funds were helping Sri Lanka 
and to learn what other ways local Rotary Clubs may be able to assist 
the country. 

 

 

Cyclone Larry hit 
Queensland, causing 1.5 
billion dollars damage, in 
March 2006.  President 
Malcolm asked PP Kevin 
Reilly to encourage local 
businesses to assist with 
funds.  Within a few 

weeks, $10,000 was raised and provided to the Salvation Army to 
provide financial support to residents affected.   

 

The Golden Trail – Robe to Bendigo Walk 

President Malcolm was very passionate about “The Golden Trail” from 
Robe to Bendigo.  150 years ago, Chinese immigrants had to walk over 
500 kilometres from Robe to Bendigo to avoid the taxes they would have 
to pay if they walked from a Melbourne Port.  Many Chinese died of 
starvation on the walk. The excessive tax only applied to Chinese 
immigrants.  

President Malcolm, and a small group of volunteers, worked at planning 
the building of Roofed Shelters for those in the community who wished 
to follow in the steps of the Chinese immigrants. Malcolm produced a 
very detailed report with his Proposal and Guidelines for the Project. 

 

President Malcolm and Daniel Buttolph had 
encouraged local chemists in Bendigo for 7 
years to be involved in promoting Bowel 
Scan Kits to their customers.  During 
President Malcolm’s year, Australian Rotary 
Health Research adopted the idea as a 
Project for the whole District. 


